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Preface: Special Issue on Environmental Impact of Nature‐Based Tourism. 
Abstract 
Tourism is growing rapidly throughout the world, including nature‐based tourism, but natural habitats are 
shrinking. How do we avoid damaging what is left as an increasing number of visitors wish to experience 
nature or enjoy adventure or relaxation in natural surroundings? This issue explores various environmental 
impact factors, from the physical effects of trampling through the disturbance of wildlife to the attitudes 
of visitors and how well‐run tourism ventures might modify their behavior. 
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Runnström  et  al.  [1]  examine  the  impacts  of  recreational  trampling  on  native  vegetation 









results of stakeholder questionnaires on  the  impacts of  trampling and other  issues, such as waste 
disposal by adventure racers in Brazil. Not surprisingly perhaps, although all of the three stakeholder 









Thus,  an  increase  in  research  in  recent  decades  has  improved  our  knowledge  needed  for 
conservation management, but what future research do we need to clarify issues that we still know 
too  little  about?  Sumanapala  and  Wolf  [6]  review  145  articles  in  four  journals  relating  to 
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but are more difficult  to assess. They make a plea  for  recognizing  synergistic  effects of multiple 






of  access  to  wilderness  areas,  planning  of  roads  and  tracks,  accommodation  issues,  visitor 
management via zoning and education, and the engaging of visitor interest by adopting low‐impact 
technology  for  wildlife  viewing.  They  identify  ten  areas  of  research  that  are  needed  for  future 










increasingly  important.  The  challenge  for  nature‐based  tourism  is  to  take  visitors  down  the 
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